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Be Inspired by Inspirations in Blue 
at the Mills Pond Gallery

Also: Play Groups School turns 75, Downhill  
reviewed, SBU Family Concert returns
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Port Jefferson’s Broker of Choice!Port Jefferson’s Broker of Choice!

NEW LISTING – $969,000NEW LISTING – $969,000
15 Stern Dr., Port Jefferson
Port Jefferson Art House...On the Sound!
• Spectacular Water Views and Sunrises! 
• 4Br/4Bth 4300 s/f Contemp
• Taxes $15,655.82 Village $1918.60 
Let Your Light Shine!

Jolie Powell, Broker/Owner
406 Main Street
Port Jefferson, NY 11777
Mobile/Text 631.774.2528
jolie@jprealtor.com

©
166327

To give real service, you must add something which cannot be bought 
or measured with money, and that is sincerity and integrity!

We did it again! #1 in Residential Closed Sales in Port Jefferson!We did it again! #1 in Residential Closed Sales in Port Jefferson!
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BY KYLE BARR AND MONICA GLEBERMAN
KYLE@TBRNEWSMEDIA.COM

Dr. Joe Rella, the beloved former Comse-
wogue superintendent who spent just over 25 
years in the district, passed away Feb. 21, with 
Moloney Funeral Homes and the district con-
firPing his Geath Oate )riGa\ night. +e Zas ��.

CoPPXnit\ PePEers ÀoFNeG to soFiaO Pe-
dia to share their thoughts and memories about 
their sXSerintenGent affeFtionateO\ NnoZn 
around the district as just “Rella.”

“So much of what I learned about com-
munity was through his unceasing example 
of what it meant to serve the place you call 
home,” said Kevin LaCherra, who graduated 
in ����. ³7o Ering SeoSOe in, to finG oXt Zhat 
the\ neeG, to fight OiNe heOO to get it anG then to 
pass the torch.”

Rella entered the district as a part-time mu-
siF teaFher, PaNing onO\ ���,��� in saOar\. +e 
would move on to become a full-time music 
teaFher, then the high sFhooO SrinFiSaO anG fi-
nally, superintendent of schools, which was his 
finaO Sosition, heOG for nine \ears.

,n an interYieZ Zith 7%5 1eZs MeGia Ee-
fore his retirePent anG finaO graGXation FerePon\ 
in ����, 5eOOa haG OiNeneG the aFt of rXnning a 
school district to music, all based in a learning 
process for both the students and for him.

³%eFaXse one thing \oX Oearn, there is no 
sXFh thing as a PistaNe, it¶s a sSringEoarG to 
your next part of the piece,” he said.

7he GistriFt SOanneG to GeForate sFhooO 
buildings with blue-and-gold ribbons come 
MonGa\ anG PaNe FoXnseOors aYaiOaEOe for 
students who may need it, current Superinten-
Gent Jennifer 4Xinn saiG SatXrGa\. 7he GistriFt 
Zas FOoseG :eGnesGa\, )eE. �� to aOOoZ teaFh-
ers and students to attend his funeral.

4Xinn haG ZorNeG Zith 5eOOa for �� \ears. 
In a phone interview Saturday, the current su-
perintendent had nothing but great things to say 
about her predecessor and mentor. If anything, 
she said Rella “did not want people to remember 
him sadly. He wanted them to smile and laugh. 
He just loved everybody.” 

5eOOa¶s Zife, JaFNie, SasseG in ���� foOOoZ-
ing a strXggOe Zith Ereast FanFer. 7he sXSerin-
tendent himself had been diagnosed with stage 
� EiOe GXFt FanFer in ����. DesSite his siFN-
ness, he would stay on in the top position for 
another two years. 

It was that dedication, even in the face of 
siFNness anG Ooss, that EXiOt XS so PXFh trXst Ee-
tween him and the community over the years. 
Quinn said he was humble, always the one to 
taNe the EOaPe if SOans GiGn¶t ZorN oXt, EXt he 
was always ready to heap praise on others.

“He made everyone important,” she said. “He 
never shied away from a tough problem and tried 
to PaNe eYer\thing Eetter ² he aOZa\s GiG.´

2thers in the GistriFt saiG 5eOOa¶s e[aPSOe 

pushed them to do more and to do better. An-
drew Harris, a special education teacher in the 
high sFhooO, FreateG Joe¶s Da\ of SerYiFe in 
����. 1aPeG after the then-sXSerintenGent, the 
SrograP asNeG stXGents to Go YoOXnteer ZorN 
around the school and the greater community. 
Students have traveled all the way to the Calver-
ton CePeter\ in Eoth ���� anG ���� to FOean 
graYes anG SOant Àags.

Harris said there are hundreds of examples of 
5eOOa¶s NinGness, sXFh as GriYing oYer an hoXr to 
taNe Fare of a teaFher¶s Pother Zho Zas sXffer-
ing from cancer.

³,n Pan\ Za\s, MXst OiNe the\ FaOO the PiGGOe 
of oXr FoXntr\ the µÀ\oYer states,¶ Port Jefferson 
Station XseG to Ee OiNe a µGriYe-throXgh toZn¶ ² 
people were on their way to another town as the 
Gestination,´ +arris saiG. ³7hat aOO FhangeG Zith 
Dr. 5eOOa¶s OeaGershiS. 1o Patter Zhere \oX 
went, and especially as a teacher, when you say 
\oX are froP CoPseZogXe anG Port Jefferson 
Station, SeoSOe NnoZ Zhere \oX FaPe froP anG 
the OegaF\. ,t PaNes Xs aOO SroXG to sa\ it.´

7he sFhooO EoarG aFFeSteG 5eOOa retirePent 
in 1oYePEer ����. +e haG saiG in SreYioXs in-
terviews his diagnosis did not factor into his de-
Fision to retire, anG it haG Eeen his anG his Zife¶s 
intent to PaNe that \ear his Oast.

³Joe anG JaFNie Zere the faFe of CoPse-
wogue for many years,” said John Swenning, 
sFhooO EoarG SresiGent. ³7heir GeGiFation anG 
support to our administrators, teacher, staff, par-
ents and most importantly our students is noth-
ing short of legendary. Dr. Rella is the Italian 
granGfather that eYer\ NiG GeserYes to haYe. +e 
will be missed dearly.”

School board trustee Rob DeStefano had 
NnoZn 5eOOa sinFe his soShoPore \ear in CoP-
sewogue high, when he had joined the district 
as the new music teacher. DeStefano would 
Ee eOeFteG to the EoarG FoinFiGing Zith 5eOOa¶s 
appointment as head of schools. One memory 
that cemented the famed superintendent in his 
mind, according to a previous column he wrote 
for 7%5 after 5eOOa¶s annoXnFeG retirePent, Zas 
during a jazz band concert he and his wife got 
up on stage and started to dance the Charleston.

Despite the loss, the Rella name lives on in 
the district, particularly in the high school court-
\arG, fXOO of sXnÀoZers, naPeG JaFNie¶s *arGen 
after his late wife. As the superintendent partic-
iSateG in his finaO high sFhooO graGXation Fere-
Pon\ Oast \ear on JXne ��, stXGents roOOeG oXt a 
new plaque, naming the high school auditorium 
the Dr. JoseSh 9. 5eOOa PerforPing $rts Center.

+is fXneraO, heOG :eGnesGa\, )eE. ��, at St. 
*erarG MaMeOOa 5.C. ChXrFh in Port Jefferson 
Station, drew huge crowds of family as well as 
sFhooO offiFiaOs anG FoPPXnit\ PePEers.

7hose saPe CoPPXnit\ PePEers anG 
sFhooO offiFiaOs gathereG oXtsiGe the high sFhooO 
Wednesday morning before the funeral. At just 
after 10 a.m., a hearse bearing Rella and a pro-

cession drove around the circle outside the high 
sFhooO, his finaO Yisit to the institXtion resiGents 
say he cared so deeply about. Members of both 
the Port Jefferson anG 7err\YiOOe fire GeSart-
Pents hXng a giant Àag aEoYe the groXnG for 
the hearse to drive under. Residents and students 
heOG EOXe anG \eOOoZ signs, aOO thanNing the sX-
SerintenGent for his Oife of ZorN anG serYiFe. 

4Xinn saiG the\ ZiOO Ee ZorNing oXt the GetaiOs 
for a larger memorial sometime in the near future.

³+e ePEoGieG the CoPseZogXe FXOtXre ² 
SXsheG it anG aOO of Xs forZarG,´ saiG ���� graG-
Xate Josh )iorentino. ³7o sa\ , NnoZ hoZ he 
wanted to be remembered would be a lie. How-
ever, I and many others will remember him as a 
:arrior. 7he trXest of theP aOO.´

Beloved Comsewogue Super, Cherished Community Member Rella Passes Away

Joe Rella, who has passed Feb. 21, is joined by school board members last June during his final graduation ceremony. 
There, the high school auditorium is named the Dr. Joseph V. Rella Performing Arts Center. File photo by Kyle Barr 


